welcoming the audience also took an account of Antarkar Memorial Forum and explained the theme of the competition. Each shortlisted participant made 15 min presentation with discussions. All the three presentations were excellent in content, aesthetics of slides, communication skills and could complete in a stipulated time. Discussions following each presentation were a treat and triggered the desired thought process on the subject amongst the audience.
The first prize winner Dr. Harshad Rasane made brilliant presentation. During his talk he proposed reforms in academic and research domains if Ayurveda has to become mainstream. These were viz. 1. Ayurveda training with multidisciplinary exposure, 2. Clinical-case-based learning, 3. Up-dating medical professionals with the research and advancements in Ayurveda, 4. Insurancecoverage for Ayurveda therapies, 5. Promoting rational use of Ayurvedic drugs etc.
The second winner Dr. Yogesh Tamhankar made some outstanding propositions for Ayurveda's brand as a business model. His noteworthy propositions were viz. 1. Exploring the untapped potential of Indian flora for medicinal utility with Ayurvedic rationale 2. Consolidating health promotive and disease preventive strengths of Ayurveda 3. Make use of health tourism for Ayurveda's global promotion 4. Promoting Ayurvedic products as medicinal products instead of food supplements in global markets etc.
Dr. Seema Ingale who received the third prize presented issues to reverberate the integrative ethos of Ayurveda viz. 1. Integrative Ayurveda training, 2. Editing Ayurvedic classical texts with relevance to current bio-medical understanding 3. Evidence based Ayurveda approach to practice, 4. Developing appropriate methodologies for Ayurveda research etc. All other participants were announced to receive consolation prizes. The cash prizes and certificates were distributed through the hands of Dr Ashok Vaidya a soulmate in Antarkarji's research endeavors.
The second session of the day's function was of Prof. P K Devi oration. Prof. P. K. Devi was instrumental in developing excellent departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology in several medical colleges and contributed significantly to clinical research in reproductive medicine at national and international level. She knew that clinical research in India is neglected. She had foreseen that if medical teaching and services were to be of good standard, clinical research was essential. Prof. Devi was interested in the growth of Ayurveda, the ancient system of medicine, as a science. Gynaecology from LTMG, Sion, Mumbai was the chief guest who briefed on the current state of affairs in the field of obstetrics and gynaecology and extended hand of collaboration with Sion Ayurveda Mahavidyalaya. Dr Shailesh Nadkarni, Chairman, Ayurvidya Prasarak Mandal, who presided over the function emphasized on the fidelity to the Ayurveda ethos and need to comprehend the richness of traditional practices.
The function started with invocation of Shri Ganeshsymbolizing intellect, Devi Sarawati-symbolizing knowledge, and Lord Dhanavantari-symbolizing healthcare whereas, it ended with national anthem.
